
JAMB Igbo Syllabus

Last Updated: 2025

General Objectives

1. Communicate effectively in Igbo

2. Analyze issues in the language

3. Interpret and explain figurative and idiomatic expressions in Igbo

4. Apply Igbo literature to their daily life experiences and to demonstrate Igbo cultural values

1. HARSHE (LANGUAGE)

Comprehension

Content:
• One passage of about one hundred and fifty (150) words.

Learning Objectives:
1. use appropriate words or phrases for specific thought

2. deduce the lesson in the passage

3. determine the main theme of the passage

4. give an appropriate title of a passage

5. interpret the meanings of particular words

�S�o�u�n�d�s� �a�n�d� �S�o�u�n�d� �P�a�t�t�e�r�n�s� �(�ä�d�a�a�s�å�s�å� �n�a� �U�s�o�r�o� �ä�d�a�a�s�å�s�å�)

Content:
�•� �V�o�w�e�l�s� �a�n�d� �C�o�n�s�o�n�a�n�t�s� �(�ä�d�a�u�m�e� �n�a� �m�g�b�o�c�h�i�u�m�e�)

• Sound Patterns/Processes

�•� �i�.� �S�y�l�l�a�b�i�c� �n�a�s�a�l�s� �(�m�y�i�r�i� �å�d�a�u�m�e�)

�•� �i�i�.� �S�y�l�l�a�b�l�e� �s�t�r�u�c�t�u�r�e� �(�n�k�e�j�i� �m�k�p�å�r�å�o�k�w�u�)

�•� �i�i�i�.� �V�o�w�e�l� �h�a�r�m�o�n�y� �(�n�d�a�k�Í�r�Ë�t�a� �å�d�a�u�m�e�)

�•� �i�v�.� �V�o�w�e�l� �a�s�s�i�m�i�l�a�t�i�o�n� �(�o�l�i�l�o� �å�d�a�u�m�e�)

�•� �v�.� �V�o�w�e�l� �e�l�i�s�i�o�n� �a�n�d� �c�o�n�s�o�n�a�n�t� �e�l�i�s�i�o�n� �(�n�d�a�p�å� �å�d�a�u�m�e� �n�a� �n�d�a�p�å� �m�g�b�o�c�h�i�u�m�e�)

�•� �c�)� �T�o�n�e� �a�n�d� �t�o�n�e� �m�a�r�k�i�n�g� �(�A�k�a�r�a� �å�d�a�o�l�u�)

Learning Objectives:
1. identify vowels, consonants and syllabic nasals

2. distinguish between the speech sounds of the Igbo language
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3. recognize syllabic nasals 'm' & 'n'

4. determine the syllabic structure of any word

5. identify the vowel groups in Igbo

6. describe vowel assimilation and vowel and consonant elision

7. assign tone marks appropriately

Spelling and spelling rules (Nsupe na Iwu Nsupe)

Learning Objectives:
1. detect words written correctly in Igbo

2. observe consonant restrictions in Igbo

3. determine appropriate word division in Igbo

4. apply correct spellings in writing

�I�g�b�o� �O�r�t�h�o�g�r�a�p�h�y� �(�M�k�p�å�r�å�e�d�e�m�e�d�e� �I�g�b�o�)

�D�i�a�l�e�c�t� �a�n�d� �S�t�a�n�d�a�r�d� �I�g�b�o� �(�O�l�u�n�d�Ë�/�O�l�u�m�b�a� �n�a� �I�g�b�o� �I�z�u�g�b�e�)

Learning Objectives:
1. differentiate between standard Igbo and dialects

2. use standard Igbo in their writings

�V�o�c�a�b�u�l�a�r�y� �(�M�k�p�å�r�å�o�k�w�u� �d�Ë� �n�'�a�s�å�s�å�)

Content:
�•� �E�x�p�a�n�s�i�o�n� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �w�o�r�d� �d�e�r�i�v�a�t�i�o�n� �p�r�o�c�e�s�s�e�s�,� �c�o�i�n�a�g�e�s�,� �l�o�a�n�s� �a�n�d� �l�o�a�n�s� �b�l�e�n�d�s� �(�Ê�m�å�b�a�w�a�n�y�e
�m�k�p�å�r�å�o�k�w�u� �s�i�t�e� �n�'�u�s�o�r�o� �m�m�e�p�å�t�a�,� �m�k�p�å�p�å�t�a�,� �m�b�i�t�e� �n�a� �m�b�i�Í�g�w�a�)�.

Learning Objectives:
1. differentiate between loan and coined words

2. identify loan words and loan-blends in Igbo

3. use words appropriately

�G�r�a�m�m�a�r� �(�ä�t�Í�a�s�å�s�å�)

Content:
�•� �P�a�r�t�s� �o�f� �s�p�e�e�c�h� �(�N�k�e�j�i�a�s�å�s�å�)�:� �N�o�m�i�n�a�l�s� �(�M�k�p�Í�a�h�a�)�,� �v�e�r�b�s� �(�n�g�w�a�a�)�,� �a�d�j�e�c�t�i�v�e�s� �(�n�k�Í�w�a�)�,� �a�d�v�e�r�b�s
(nkwuwa), affixes (mgbakwunye), enclitics (nsokwunya),dgz.

Learning Objectives:
1. differentiate between grammatical categories

2. identify parts of speech and their functions

3. differentiate between types of affixes and their functions
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4. determine types of morphemes and their functions

5. identify words, phrases, clauses, sentences and their functions

Composition

Content:
• i. differentiate between different essay types

• ii. describe the characteristics of essay types

• iii. compare different types of essay

• iv. criticize other people's essays

Translation

Content:
• i. translate English into Igbo and vice versa

• ii. communicate effectively in Igbo and English

�2�.� �L�I�T�E�R�A�T�U�R�E� �(�A�G�ä�M�A�G�ä�)

Literary devices

Content:
�•� �A�t�å�m�a�t�å�o�k�w�u� �n�a� �a�t�å�m�a�t�å� �a�g�å�m�a�g�å�)� �d�Ë�k�a� �a�l�l�i�t�e�r�a�t�i�o�n� �(�b�Ë�a�m�b�i�a� �m�g�b�o�c�h�i�u�m�e�)�,� �a�s�s�o�n�a�n�c�e� �(�b�Ë�a�m�b�Ë�a
�å�d�a�u�m�e�)�,� �p�a�r�a�l�l�e�l�i�s�m� �(�k�w�u�n�k�w�u�g�h�a�)�,� �m�e�t�a�p�h�o�r� �(�m�b�å�r�å�)�,� �s�i�m�i�l�e� �(�m�y�i�r�i�)�,� �h�y�p�e�r�b�o�l�e� �(�e�g�b�e�o�k�w�u�)�,
�p�e�r�s�o�n�i�f�i�c�a�t�i�o�n� �(�m�m�e�m�m�a�d�å�)� �a�n�d� �p�r�o�v�e�r�b�s� �(�i�l�u�)�,� �d�g�z�.

Learning Objectives:
1. identify all literary devices in the passages

2. interpret literary devices

3. differentiate between types of literary devices

4. use Igbo literary devices appropriately

Oral Literature

Content:
�•� �A�g�å�m�a�g�å� �Ì�n�å�/� �A�g�å�m�a�g�å� �Ì�d�Ë�n�a�l�a� �Q�u�e�s�t�i�o�n�s� �w�i�l�l� �b�e� �s�e�t� �o�n� �t�h�e� �f�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g�:� �f�o�l�k�t�a�l�e�s� �(�i�f�o�)�,� �a�n�e�c�d�o�t�e�s
�(�å�k�a�b�å�i�l�u�)�,� �m�y�t�h�s� �(�n�k�Í�m�Ë�r�Ë�k�Í�)�,� �l�e�g�e�n�d�s� �(�n�k�Í�k�Ë�r�Ë�k�Í�)�,� �p�o�e�m�s� �(�a�b�å�)�,� �s�o�n�g�s� �(�u�r�i�)�,� �c�h�a�n�t�s� �(�m�b�e�m�)�,� �r�i�d�d�l�e�s
�(�a�g�w�å�g�w�a�)�,� �o�r�a�l� �d�r�a�m�a� �(�e�j�i�j�e� �Í�n�å�)�,� �t�o�n�g�u�e�-�t�w�i�s�t�e�r� �(�o�k�w�u�n�t�å�h�Ë�)� �d�g�z�.

Learning Objectives:
1. create folk stories, anecdotes, chants, riddles, oral drama etc.

2. analyze various genres of oral literature

3. apply acquired knowledge to their personal lives
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Written Literature

Content:
�•� �P�r�o�s�e� �(�i�d�u�u�a�z�Ë�)

�•� �i�.� �U�d�e� �Ì�d�Ë�l�Í�r�a� �(�1�9�8�1�)� �Ì�k�p�a� �A�k�å� �E�r�i� �E�r�i�.� �O�n�i�t�s�h�a�:� �U�n�i�v�e�r�s�i�t�y� �P�r�e�s�s�.� �(�N�E�C�O�/�W�A�E�C�)� �(�2�0�1�6�-� �2�0�2�0�)�.

�•� �b�)� �P�o�e�t�r�y� �(�A�b�å�)

�•� �i�.� �I�k�e�o�k�w�u� �E�.�S� �&� �O�n�y�e�j�e�k�w�e� �M�.�C�.� �(�2�0�0�9�)� �U�c�h�e� �B�å� �A�h�Ë�a�.� �E�n�u�g�u�:� �F�o�r�m�a�t� �P�u�b�l�i�s�h�e�r�s� �N�i�g�.� �L�T�D�.
(WAEC/NECO 2016- 2020

�•� �A�B�ä� �N�D�Ê� �A� �H�Ì�P�ä�T�A�R�A� �(�S�e�l�e�c�t�e�d� �P�o�e�m�s�)

�•� �1� �ä�w�a� �N�d�Í�l�Ë� �N�d�Í�l�Ë� �–� �1

�•� �2�.� �Ì�c�h�Ë�c�h�Ë� �–� �1�4

�•� �3�.� �Ì�n�w�å� �1� �–� �1�6

• 4. Chi-Ukwu – 20

• 5. Ire 1 – 22

�•� �6�.� �O�z�i� �Ì�m�a� �–� �2�8

�•� �7�.� �M�m�å�t�a� �–� �3�0

�•� �8�.� �E�z�i� �N�w�a�a�n�y�Ë� �–� �3�6

�•� �9�.� �A�n�y�a�n�w�å� �–� �4�0

�•� �1�0�.� �A�k�å� �–� �4�4

• 11. Akaraka – 49

�•� �1�2�.� �Ì�n�w�a� �–� �6�9

�•� �1�3�.� �A�k�w�å�k�w�Í� �–� �7�1

• 14. Nwanne – 89

• c) DRAMA (EJIJE)

• i. Nwaozuzu G.I. (2005). Nke M Ji ka. Enugu: CIDJAP Press. (WAEC/NECO 2016- 2020).

3. CUSTOMS AND INSTITUTIONS (Omenala na Ewumewu)

Igbo customs and institutions

Content:
• Igbo customs and institutions as categorized below:

�•� �1�.� �E�k�e�l�e� �d�Ë� �i�c�h�e�i�c�h�e�:� �e�k�e�l�e� �å�t�å�t�å�,� �e�h�i�h�i�e�,� �a�n�y�a�s�Ë�,� �n�r�i�,� �n�l�a�k�p�u�,� �Í�r�å� �d�g�z�.

�•� �2�.� �A�l�å�m�d�i� �n�a� �n�w�u�n�y�e�,� �Ë�g�b�a� �a�l�å�k�w�a�g�h�Ë�m�.

�•� �3�.� �Ì�m�å�m�å� �n�a� �i�l�e� �Í�m�å�g�w�Í�,� �i�k�u�p�å�t�a� �n�w�a�,� �i�b�i� �u�g�w�u�,� �Ë�g�å� �a�h�a�.

�•� �4�.� �E�c�h�i�c�h�i�:� �Ì�z�Í�,� �E�z�e�/�O�b�i�/�I�g�w�e�/�I�y�o�m�.

�•� �5�.� �I�k�e� �e�k�p�e�,� �Ë�k�w�a� �o�z�u�,� �Ë�g�b�a� �m�k�p�e�.

�•� �1�6�.� �A�k�a�Í�r�å� �n�d�Ë� �I�g�b�o�:� �Ì�r�å� �u�g�b�o�,� �Ë�k�å� �a�z�å�,� �Ë�k�p�å� �å�z�å�,� �Ë�z�å� �a�h�Ë�a�,� �Ë�t�å� �i�h�e� �Í�t�å�t�å�,� �d�g�z�.

Learning Objectives:
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1. describe the customs of their people

2. determine the rules and regulations guiding specified aspects of the culture and tradition of the Igbo
people

3. describe the importance of the aspects of Igbo culture

4. identify changes that have occurred as a result of civilization

5. explore their environment for a better appreciation of their culture

�4�.� �G�E�N�E�R�A�L� �A�N�D� �C�U�R�R�E�N�T� �A�F�F�A�I�R�S� �(�I�h�e� �N�d�Ë� �n�a�-�e�m�e� �U�g�b�u�a�)

Topical issues on Igbo language, literature and culture

Content:
�•� �1�.� �T�o�p�i�c�a�l� �i�s�s�u�e�s� �o�n� �t�h�e� �I�g�b�o� �l�a�n�g�u�a�g�e�,� �l�i�t�e�r�a�t�u�r�e� �a�n�d� �c�u�l�t�u�r�e� �e�.�g�.� �A�h�Ë�a�j�i�Í�k�å� �a�n�d� �O�d�e�n�i�g�b�o� �l�e�c�t�u�r�e�s�.

�•� �2�.� �Ì�h�a�n�a�e�z�e� �N�d�Ë� �I�g�b�o

• 3. Authors, Publishers, dates and places of publication of works in Igbo.

• 4. Igbo Studies Association (ISA)

�•� �2�.� �C�U�R�R�E�N�T� �I�S�S�U�E�S� �(�O�k�w�u�a�k�p�å�n�Í�n�å�)�:

• Note: Item writers should also choose their topics for comprehension exercises from such current issues
�a�s� �t�h�e� �f�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g�:� �H�I�V�/�A�I�D�S� �(�M�m�Ë�n�w�å�/�O�b�i�r�i�n�a�a�j�a�Í�c�h�a�)� �D�r�u�g� �A�b�u�s�e� �(�Ê�E�u� �Ì�g�w�å� �A�g�h�a�r�a�a�g�h�a�r�a�)� �C�u�l�t�i�s�m� �(�O�t�u
�N�z�u�z�o�)� �R�i�g�h�t�s� �o�f� �W�o�m�e�n� �a�n�d� �C�h�i�l�d�r�e�n� �(�O�r�u�u�r�u� �ä�m�å�n�w�a�a�n�y�Ë� �n�a� �ä�m�å�a�k�a�)� �H�u�m�a�n� �R�i�g�h�t�s� �V�i�o�l�a�t�i�o�n� �(�Ê�n�a�p�å
�M�m�a�d�å� �I�k�i�k�e�)� �R�e�l�i�g�i�o�u�s� �C�o�n�f�l�i�c�t�s� �(�N�s�o�g�b�u� �N�d�Í�k�å�r�Ë�t�a� �E�k�p�e�m�e�k�p�e� �ä�k�a�)

Learning Objectives:
�1�.� �i�d�e�n�t�i�f�y� �s�o�m�e� �d�a�t�e�s� �a�n�d� �t�h�e�m�e�s� �o�f� �A�h�Ë�a�j�i�Í�k�å� �a�n�d� �O�d�e�n�i�g�b�o� �l�e�c�t�u�r�e�s

2. identify authors and dates of publication of various textbooks in Igbo

3. identify some publishing companies

�4�.� �a�n�a�l�y�s�e� �s�o�m�e� �f�u�n�c�t�i�o�n�s� �o�f� �Ì�h�a�n�a�e�z�e� �n�d�Ë� �I�g�b�o

5. acquaint themselves with the functions and contributions of the Igbo Studies Association (ISA)

6. acquaint themselves with current issues

7. examine their effects

8. suggest remedies to the problems
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Recommended Textbooks

�1�.� �E�m�e�n�a�n�j�o�,� �E�.� �N�.�,� �O�k�o�l�i�e�,� �F�.� �O�.� �a�n�d� �E�k�w�e�,� �B�.� �U�.� �(�1�9�9�5�)� �I�g�b�o� �m�a�k�a� �S�i�n�Ë�Í� �S�e�k�Í�n�d�Ë�r�Ë� �S�u�k�u�l� �I�.

2. Emenanjo, E. N., Dike, O. N., Agomo S. N and Ezeuko, R. O. (1999) Exam Focus maka WASSCE na UME, Ibadan:
University Press Plc.

�3�.� �E�z�i�k�e� �O�j�i�a�k�u�,� �P�.� �A�.� �O�k�e�b�a�l�a�m�a�,� �C�.� �N�.� �O�n�w�e�l�u�z�o�,� �C�.� �N� �a�n�d� �E�k�w�e� �B�.� �U�.� �(�1�9�9�1�)� �U�l�e� �I�g�b�o� �m�a�k�a� �S�i�n�Ë�Í� �S�e�k�Í�n�d�Ë�r�Ë�,� �I�b�a�d�a�n�:
University Press Plc.

�4�.� �I�k�e�k�e�o�n�w�u�,� �C�.�,� �E�z�i�k�e�o�j�i�a�k�u�,� �P�.� �A�.�,� �U�b�a�n�i�,� �A�.� �a�n�d� �U�g�o�j�i�,� �J�.� �(�1�9�9�9�)� �F�o�n�Í�l�Í�j�i� �n�a� �G�r�a�m�a� �I�g�b�o�,� �I�b�a�d�a�n�:� �U�n�i�v�e�r�s�i�t�y� �P�r�e�s�s� �P�l�c�.

�5�.� �N�z�e�a�k�Í�,� �J�.� �U�.� �T�.� �(�1�9�7�2�)�:� �O�m�e�n�a�l�a� �N�d�Ë� �I�g�b�o�,� �I�b�a�d�a�n�:� �L�o�n�g�m�a�n�.

�6�.� �O�k�o�y�e�,� �O�.� �F�.� �S�.�,� �O�f�o�e�g�b�u�,� �N�.� �F�.� �a�n�d� �E�z�i�d�i�e�g�w�u�,� �B�.� �L�.� �(�1�9�9�7�)� �Ì�g�b�a�r�a� �Ì�h�å�r�å� �ä�t�Í�a�s�å�s�å� �I�g�b�o� �m�a�k�a� �S�i�n�Ë�Í� �S�e�k�Í�n�d�Ë�r�Ë�,
Onitsha: Houston Publishers Ltd.

�7�.� �O�s�u�a�g�w�u�,� �B�.� �I�.� �N�.� �(�1�9�7�9�)�:� �N�d�Ë� �I�g�b�o� �n�a� �O�m�e�n�a�l�a� �H�a�,� �N�i�g�e�r�i�a�:� �M�a�c�m�i�l�l�a�n�.

�8�.� �U�b�e�s�i�e�,� �T�.� �U�.� �(�1�9�7�8�)�:� �Ì�d�Ë�n�a�l�a� �N�d�Ë� �I�g�b�o�,� �I�b�a�d�a�n�:� �O�x�f�o�r�d� �U�n�i�v�e�r�s�i�t�y� �P�r�e�s�s�.

�9�.� �U�m�e�h�,� �I�.� �O�.� �A�;� �O�n�y�e�k�a�o�n�w�u�,� �G�.� �O�.� �N�w�a�d�i�k�e�,� �I�.� �U�.� �a�n�d� �O�k�e�k�e� �I�.� �O�.� �(�1�9�9�2�)�:� �ä�t�Í�a�s�å�s�å� �n�a� �A�g�å�m�a�g�å� �I�g�b�o� �n�k�e� �S�i�n�Ë�Í
�S�e�k�Í�n�d�Ë�r�Ë� �S�u�k�u�l�,� �I�b�a�d�a�n�:� �E�v�a�n�s�.

�1�0�.� �ä�b�a� �–� �M�g�b�e�m�e�n�a�,� �A�.� �(�2�0�0�6�)�:� �N�t�Í�a�l�a� �U�s�o�r�o�a�s�å�s�å� �I�g�b�o�,� �I�b�a�d�a�n�:� �G�o�l�d� �P�r�e�s�s� �L�t�d�.

�1�1�.� �A�n�Í�z�i�e�,� �C�.� �C�.� �(�2�0�0�3�)�,� �I�g�b�o� �K�w�e�n�u�:� �A�k�å�k�Í� �n�a� �O�m�e�n�a�l�a� �n�d�Ë� �I�g�b�o� �E�n�u�g�u�:� �C�o�m�p�u�t�e�r� �E�d�g�e� �P�u�b�l�i�s�h�e�r�s�.

�1�2�.� �Ì�f�Í�m�a�t�a�,� �C�.� �E�.� �(�2�0�0�5�)�:� �N�d�e�z�u� �ä�t�Í�a�s�å�s�å� �I�g�b�o�.� �E�n�u�g�u�:� �F�o�r�m�a�t� �P�u�b�l�i�s�h�e�r�s� �(�N�i�g�)� �L�t�d�.

�1�3�.� �O�f�i�l�i�,� �D�.� �N�.�,� �A�n�o�z�i�e� �C�.�C�.� �a�n�d� �C�h�u�k�w�u�,� �A�.�O�.� �(�2�0�1�2�)�:� �L�i�n�g�w�i�s�t�i�i�k�i� �S�a�y�e�n�s�Ë� �A�s�å�s�å� �I�I�.

14. Prose(iduuazi) Chinedu Ofomata (2009). . Enugu: Format Publishing
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